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which it was stipulated he should pay me two thousand
ounces on learning from me the ingredients and the manner
by which he could increase mercury one-quarter without
deterioration, and that it should be equal in quality to that
which I had sold in his presence at Portici.
He gave me a bill of exchange for the sum agreed upon,
drawn at eight days on a well-known banker, and I told
him the ingredients were lead and bismuth; the first has a
natural affinity for mercury, and the second renders the
mass fluid enough to pass through a chamois skin. The Greek
went off to try the experiment, and I dined alone. In the
evening he came back, saying, in a melancholy tone: cThe
experiment is made, but the mercury is not perfect.'
clt is as perfect as that I sold for you at Portici, which is
what you demanded in the agreement/
'But in the agreement it also says "without deteriora-
tion" >
'Do you know the secret or not? Should I have told it
you except on those terms? We will go to law about it, and
if you win you can congratulate yourself on having got my
secret for nothing. In the meantime here are the fifty
ounces you gave me on account-------*
I laid them on the table in a dignified manner, though
I was dying with fear lest he should take me at my word,
but he refused to touch them. That night we supped at
separate tables; we were at open war, but I felt sure that
we should become friends again.
The next morning he came in just as I was leaving. I
once more offered him his money back, but he told me to
keep it, and that he would give me fifty more ounces if I
would return him his bill of exchange. After arguing for
two hours I gave in, and we dined together and parted the
best of friends. He gave me an order on his warehouse in
Naples for a barrel of muscat, and a superb case containing
twelve silver-mounted razors.
I stopped two days at Salerno to set myself up with linen
and other necessaries. I had a hundred sequins, I was in